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More and more today, col 
lege students urge that they 
be given a greater role in des 
ignating the curriculum of from know-how, 
their institution*. This morn 
ing, for example, an irate un 
dergraduate asserted in 
conversation we were having 
that colleges snd univereitlei 
today weren't as interested 
in student likes and dislikes 
as were institutions 100 years 
or more ago. In short, I wss 
alluding to the "good old 
days" at American higher ed 
ucation.

Like most of us when we 
talk on subjects we know lit 
tle about, this enthusiastic 
student could use some his 
torical enlightenment.

The Old American Literary 
College that existed before 
the Cival War had much 
more interest in teaching its 
students the attitudes of "the 
Christian scholar and gentle 
man" than it did In catering 
to his personal desire* for 
certain knowledge and skills.

FEW undergraduate* be 
haved as such, but the fac 
ulty did its beet to indoctrin 
ate them by requiring their 
attendance at 16 chapel exer 
cises a week daily at 5 a.m 
in the spring and fall (6 a.m 
in the winterl, 5 p.m. in the 
afternoon, and four times on 
Sunday. Faculty members 
were also expected to attend

When Cornell opened in 
1808 without compulsory st 
tendance at chapel, the der- 
gy denounced Presideni 
White so roundly and persist 
ently that he defended him 
self on this and related 
counts with ms redoubtable 
two-volume work "The Mfr 
tory of the wettsre ef Bet. 
ence with Theology.1'

Today, except In some of 
the institutes*! controlled by 
churches, Amertcen oollefe* 
and universities de not at 
tempt to educate etudent at 
titudes. Nor do they give as 
much direct attention at did 
the old American Literary 
College ot training in the 
skills of writing and speak 
ing. Chiefly they gav* their 
students what William James 
has called knowledge-of-ac

tion of themselves. They tial to be called higher edu 
thought their function to be cation, much of it would pass Hahn Asks Controls
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